


Notes:

The Eight Lazic Harvest Dances are scored for Piano and Cello.

The Lazicans (100BC-400AD) were an overly joyous, festive people who lived near the Caucasus Mountains,

 

in what is now modern-day Georgia. Virtually every aspect of daily life was accompanied by some form

 

of music-making, with troupes of dedicated musicians relentlessly employed in both the towns and fields. 

This was typically intrumental in nature with early guitars, bugles and goat-skin percussion making up the 

core of the texture. Although their small empire is officially long extinct, largely due to wildly disproptionate 

expenditure on the arts, Lazic music and traditions persisted in isolated mountain communities well into 

the renaissance where Italian merchant activity allowed it to become known to the wider world.

The annual harvest was the most revered event in the Lazic calendar, reaping crops such as wheat, 

pitaya and root vegetables, and the bringing in of animals for the winter. Each crop was associated with 

a melody and rhythmic motifs which were intended to be paired with distinctive dances. These dances 

were ongoing throughout the harvest season and dancers travelled throughout the fields to entertain 

workers.

This piece was inspired by fragments of eight such dance tunes to form a lively work for cello and piano. 

Aspects of Lazic instrumentation and scalic systems (often pentatonically based) may be found throughout, 

particularly in the piano, but the dance-like quality has been brought to the fore.

The Eight Harvest Dances featured are:

         Dance 1: ბიჭვინთა (Bringing in the corn)

         Dance 2: ვთბინაჭ (Finding pitaya while it lasts)

         Dance 3: ივთ ბინჭა (Digging for vegetables)

         Dance 4: თითვბ ინვ (Storing for winter/cheese-making)

         Dance 5: ილაზიკათვბინ  (Angry wheat thrashing)

         Dance 6: ლნიზ (Lesser Sheep-herding)

         Dance 7: ილნზ ინთ (Greater Sheep-herding/under the tiger's gaze)

         Dance 8: ბათვინ ვიბათ (Oxen birth)

                                                                                                                                       © Philip Eames

                                                                                                                         January 2015, Sydney
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Eight Lazic Harvest Dances

for Danielle Bentley and Asha Fonteyne
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